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and C ommittee, concerning their intended application to Par- 


| Jiament, for the repeal of the Teft and Corporation Ads, has been 
laid before the Con gregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters to which 1 
miniſter; and, 1 hereby ſignify to you, Sir,. as Chairman of the ; 
| Committee, their approbation, and "my" own, of ſuch intended ap- | 


plication. 


We ſhould Pa able very vaworthy of the privileges we 
enjoy, and of thoſe rights we claim as our unalienable inheritance, 


by the laws of Heaven and human ſociety, if, while we are 


able, and willing, to give every. reaſonable ſecurity to the powers 
B 8 that 


© U R Letter containing the Re: SOLUTIONS of the Deputies 


N 


*hat be, for our conduct, as members of civil ſociety, we ſhould 


| baſely reſign thoſe rights to the encroachments of arbitrary power; 


or barter the moſt ſacred depoſit of conſcience, religion, and mo- 


rality, to obtain What is not worth poſſeſſing, upon terms in- 


jurious to the honour of God, to purity of conſcience, and i in- 


tegrity of heart! 1 


We conceive that the AL MIGHTY CREATOR, and con ſequent 
SOVEREIGN of the world, has endowed his intelligent creatures,. 
as the ſubjects of his univerſal empire, with a  iberty and inde- 
. pendency, originally ſubject to the controul of no being but him 
ſelf, either in matters moral or civil, religious or political. And 
notwithſtanding He has, in the courſe of his wiſe and holy pro- 
vidence, permitted. his intelligent ſubjects upon earth, to exerciſe, 


freely, their rational powers, in deviſing, compounding, and con- 


ſtituting a ſyſtem of ſocial union, cemented by mutual benefits 


and obligations. —A relative order and political ſubordination— 
| A concatenation of authorities and privileges. .—Notwithſtandin 3 
| this permiſſive diſpenſation. of Divine Providence has been fanc- 
tioned by the word of Revelation, and has generally, if not Unis | 
verfally, obtained throughout the world ; vet it ought to be re- 
membered, that two confiderations always accompany this prone 


dential procedure of the ped. LoRD of all. 


Firſt, 


4 


T1! 


Firſt. He abſolutely | reſerves to HIMSELF, the ſupreme autho- 


rity, and right of government, where any defect, or miſrule, ſhall 


render it neceſſary for HM t to interpoſe his wiſdom to direct, or 


5 his power to controul. 


Secondly. It is always to be aaldiadiged; that, no- one of his 


ſubjects, either has reſigned, or can reſign, any part of the li- 
berty or independency he is endowed with, as a rational creature, 
to another; or to a community with whom he i is connected, but 
for a valuable conſideration or for ſomething equally beneficial ; 

: Mutual, and not individual emolument, aggrandizement, privi- 


lege, benefit, or r advantage, being: intended 25 all caval aſſociation. 


Abd it ought to be remembered alſo, that, this diſpenſation of 


Divine Providence, in no reſpect, exceeds the limits of things 
merely civil and political ; nor in the ſmalleſt degree, ſuffers i in- 
| fringement upon his moral government, or his ſuperintendancy, 
and abſolute authority, over the conſeiences of his intelligent ſub- 
: jects. In the empire of conſcience, no allegiance i is due to crea- 


tures. Jenovan is. inſulted, when ſuch. allegiance. is either 


; claimed, or granted 1. 


As. 9 | Briiffa, I 1 in thoſe laws of my country, which are 


expreſsly provided and made for the purpoſe of ſecuring the 
rights and liberties of che people. Among which, 1 would in- 


clude 


T +: 
clade ſuch, as ſapport the authority, but define and limit, the 
and of the civil — 


As a Chriſtian, 1 hold, (a I ogy: dearer than life itſelf, | theſe 


laws, which, (while they bind me indeed to the foot-ſtool of JE- 


Hovan=a place and poſture which not only admits, but 1 im- 
plies, the berty the dignity the felicity of a rational creature) 
abſolve me from the yoke of every pretender! Laws, which ſtamp 


upon the haughty claims of uſarpers, oppreſſors, perſecutors, or 


ſplkitual e the indelible Dh f — Which * de 


ſerve. 


7 


When 8 RT) thirſt of power, didate a claim of ſpiritual 


lordſhip over my conſoience Ler integrity preſerve me 1 To ad- 
'mit the claim as juſt, would make me a hartaber of the evil deed. 


he tyrant and the ſlave, who! are ſuch by conſent, may juſtly 
divide the product: of their pains between them Hut if any will 
attempt to juſtle JBO NH out of his rightful dominion im the 
conſcience, he is welcome to his hardly earned honour f grafping 
the iron rod The golden ſeeptre can never tbe: his—Tt (would be 
as inconſiſtent and heterogenial, as Nebuchalinezzar's image He 


1 welcome, to all the natural, and neceſſary. conſequences of 


riving with his Maxkk 41 will be no man' IJ companion in ſuch 


a conteſt. —On the contrary, I will contribute my mite of abilities 
towards the demolition of mere human authority 5 in the empire of | 


G0! 


3 —— The 


43 1 


The caſe of the e Diſſenters, now in contempla-. 


tion, is peculiarly hard! For they are under the painful neceſ- 
ſity of dividing aſunder, what Gop has joined together, 1. E. the 
apoſtolick injunction—FRAR Gop—Honour THE Kino.- — 
An injunction, which, (where one branch of it does not thwart 
the other) Proteſtant Diſſenters have always regarded, with as 
much devotion and loyalty, as any denomination of their fellow 


Chriſtians, and fellow ſubjects, within his Majeſty's Rena) 


Now, if by honouring the Kino, is to be underſtood, not only | 


: maintaining a reverence for his perſon and government, but ren- 
dering him faithful ſervices i in civil or military concerns, accord- 
ing to our abilities and capacities, as men and members of the 
| community; 3 then, it is evident, that a conſcientious. Diſſenter, 
18 put under a legal incapacity for ſuch ſervice, by thoſe laws of . 
which we complain. He has hands, which he would chearfully 

| employ in the ſervice of his KIxG and his country, but they are 
tied; and he is compelled to become a dead weight upon the com- 
munity. He can neither honour the Kino, nor benefit his coun- 
try by his ſervices, in a civil or military capacity; ſince, a qua- 
f lification for that very ſervice 18 required, which, to him, 18 in- 
85 compatible with the fear of Goo, or a good conſcience. 


On the ocher hand—if his rank—his talents—or his :nclinatian; 


calls him into the ſervice of his ſovereign, and his country—here 


is a ſacrzſice to be made at the very out- ſet -a great ſacr! ce the 


1 rights 


E 


riglits of conſcience, and reverence of the facred authority of 


Gop! A facriſice—however g orateful to the baſe and narrow mind 
of ſuperſtition, uſurping the throne, and fitting in the temple of 
God—yet, a ſacrijice, with which Gop himſelf—is not cannot 


be rell pleaſed. / Bat, if he is tempted to ſtrain a point with his 


conſcience, and trifle with facred things—is the community 


gainer by the conſequence ? « Ts that man the more faithful ſer- 


«« vant to his earthly Swoereign. for being un faithful to his s heavenly 
8 or?“ 


' 


| Again—Why ſhould Proteſtant Diſſenters be not t only incapa- ä 
citated for the ſervice, but alſo debarred the honours of civil ; 


rank? Is it a crime, then, in this enlightened country, to be con- 


ſeientious ?—Is integrity the game that muſt be hunted down, and 


chaſed from the dwellings of all, except the halt, the lame, and 


the blind ?—Can none but perſecutors and hypocrites, be entruſted 
with the confidence of their country ? Proteſtant Diſſenters are, 
in every point of view, as valuable ſubjects, and members of the 
community, and can give as am ple ſecurity for their allegiance to 


government, as any deſcription of perſons within his Majeſty's 8 


empire. What wiflom—what policy, then appears in forming, 


and maintaining laws, oppreſſive to a large part of the communi- 


ty, and productive only of jealouſies, diſaffection, and conſequent 


weakneſs in the ſtate? Are not mankind ſufficiently prone to 


evil—to make inroads upon the ſacred rights of conſcience, and 


tread 


[7] 


tread with unhallowed feet upon the limits of religious obligation 


and morality but we muſt. aid the depravity of human nature, 
and frame miſchief by a Jaw ? V. here no law 15, there is no tranſ= 


greſſi n But, here are laws, whoſe evident tendency is to multi- 


ply crimes | ! F or, ſurely it is a crime for a member of the civil 
community, either to withold his ſervice from his country, or 


diſhonour his Gov, and violate his conſcience in the per for mance 


of it! 


What 3 is the implied language of thoſe laws | 1 Conform and 
be a criminal 3 in the court of conſcience, and i in the ſight of God; 
or, non conform, and be a criminal 1 in the eye of the law, and 
the eſtimation of your country; ; and be puniſhed accordingly, 
with * declared incapacity to hold, or enjoy certain places of 


truſt, honour, and emolument, in the cammunuty |—Methinks 


the puniſhment exceeds the offence ! N 


It will 1 perhaps be Mint: that Proteſtant Diflenters are at full 
liberty to accept or refuſe the teſt. —But if a Proteſtant Diſſenter 
is not criminal i in refuſing the teſt as a qualification for office i in 
the tate h then is he to be puniſhed without an imputation 
: of criminality ? And ws ſhould thoſe laws be continued, which | 


create only an imaginary crime, for the lake of inflicting a real 


puniſhment ? 


Either 


8 8 ads — 


. + 456 + 
— — 


x | [ 8 1 
Either 1 have done right i in following, (as I conceive) the dio 


tates of reaſon and conſcience in my non- conformity or 1 have 
done wrong If right, why reſtrain my non-conformity, by i in- 


flicting civil incapacities ?—Puniſh me for well- doing ?—If 


wrong is mine accuſer, and proſecutor ?—Is the i injury done 
60 G0 Then, it is fit, he ſhould be both the judge and 


avenger !—If done againſt my country, or againſt my fellow ſub- 
jects let them bear witneſs of the wrong that I have done |— 


Whoſe ox have I taken 2—IVhoſe aſs have I taken Or 1 


have I defrauded ?—Whom have 1 oppreſſed, by my non- confor- 
mity ? Or of whoſe hand have 1 received any bribe to blind mine 


eyes therewith 2 Non-conformity is by no means the channel of 
bribery We are not in the way of large pecuniary acquiſitions, 
ſinecures, preſentations, pluralities, and preferments ! Theſe are 
N not the things that we want We reſign all pretenſions to theſe 
blinders of the eyes, as our own act and deed, for the ſmall con- 
ſideration of non- conformity, ſupported among ourſelves, though | 


at an enormous expence ! and only require, that we may not be 
puniſhed with civil incapacities for ſuch an offence ! 


1 am aware that upon che preſent ground, we contend againſt 
odds; yet the odds is only in number, not in weight of metal! 
We contend, perhaps, againſt the prejudices of the multitude; 
and, perhaps, we dann! againſt the fears and hopes of intereſted 


individuals, ; 
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individuals ; —and intereſted individuals often fear, where no fear 
zs, and their hope is, not unfrequently, a conſequence drawn 
without premiſes. 


5 
\ 


The diminution or encreaſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters, can no 


way eſſentially affect our conforming brethren; while, for our 


ſupport, we are mutually independent on each other; and having a 


common cauſe, wherein we all agree, why 1 not mutually forbear in 


thoſe things wherein we diſagree, without itting up the 0LD 1DbOL 
of uniformity ? AN 1Dol which has deſtroyed | more of the human 
ſpecies, than the wars of a CASAR or an ALEXANDER! May 
not the Diſſenters aſſiſt in the defence of the citadel, without 
being expoſed to the fire of the out- works? And are they the 
leſs worthy of ſupport and encouragement from within, for be- 
ing the more expoſed to the aſſaults of the common enemy with- 
out ? May not the ſoldier, who, voluntarily reſigns the luxury . 
of good quarters, and expoſes himſelf on the field of action, be 
intruſted with a ſingle biſcuit in his knapſack? But I will not 
ſpeak 6guratively—I will not put it in the option of any to . 
miſrepreſent my meaning. What crime has he committed, 
who has ſtood in the ranks of his fellow-citizens and country- 
men, and ruſhed upon the pointed horrors of almoſt inevitable 
death! Eſcaped only to feel the keener point of his country 'H 
ingratitude !—What crime, I fay, has he committed, that muſt 
D doom - 
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doom him to a ſubaltern ſtation, without hope of reward, unleſs 
upon the hard condition, of reſigning his conſcience, and dif- 
honouring his Gop And ſhall the brave Briton, who has 
long ploughed the waves, and often hurled the thunders of war 
upon the enemies of bis country, pine and groan under the fame 
ungrateful alternative. Je it not in Gath Publ, ſh it not in the 
 frreets of Aſeelon / Muſt we preſume that there are none of this 
deſcription in his Majeſty" 8 ſervice that ſeruples of conſcience 
are not to be expected in military men.— The ſuppoſition i is un- 
juſt! And were it otherwiſe—a mighty ſum of the promiſes and 
pretenſions of thoſe, who. can ſmile at oppreſſion, ſneer at con- 
ſcience, and trifle with facred things, would not con er vail tho 


King D e 


All monopolies : are encroachments upon the. common rights of -- 
men. —The confidence—the honours of the ſtate, are common 
rights, of which no member of the civil community can be 
denied, but by an act of forfeiture. For the | enjoyment of 
which, no ſuch member can be incapacitated his fellow- 
citizens, without an act of criminality alledged, and legally 
proved. But, by what act, have Proteſtant Diſſenters forfeited : 
this common right For what crime are they incapacitated to 
ſhare the confidence, and enjoy the honours of the ſtate —F or 
; what high offence, do they ſuffer this degradation from the 7 
2: rights 
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rights of fellow-citizens ; and are not permitted to deſerve the 
confidence, and earn the honours of the ſtate Pls non- confor- 
mity the crime —And is it wile i in the e legiſlature, by one act to 


tolerate a crime, and by another to puniſh it ? 


But, perhaps, we dall be told, that on- conformity is no 
crime, when under certain reſtridtions ; ; and, under certain be- 
Atrictions, is an object of protection, and not of puniſhment !— 

Vet, if non- conformity itſelf be no crime, why put reſtrictions ; 
upon it And why oblige the non-conformiſt to run under cer- 


| tain reftrietions, to eſcape criminality and puniſhment ? ? 


. Perhaps, we, ſhall be told, that the ſecurity of the ſtate, and 
of the ve church, requires that reſtrictions ſhould be laid 
upon Proteſtant Diſſenters.— But where, and what is the injury 1 
that can ariſe from the repeal of the Teft and Corporation Ale, 
to church or ſtate? The moſt fertile imagination cannot e 
of any poſſible inj ury to either, that can ariſe from ſuch repeal.— 
For, ſurely, a greater caution, and better ſecurity, need not be 
required from perſons admitted into ofhices, than is required from | 
the Members of both Houſes of Parliament, who are not obliged 
to receive the ſacrament to qualify them to ſit in either Houſe— 
unleſs it be preſumed, that the ſmalleſt office in a corporation is 
TH of 
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of more conſequence to the ſtate, than a ſeat, and a ſhare of le- 
giflative authority, in either Houſe of Parliament! 5 


A proper attention to the times and circumſtances in which 


thoſe laws obtained, will diſcover, that they were either not in- 
tended to operate againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters,* or took place at 
a period, + when ſuch party violence and heat prevailed, as could The 
ſcarcely be expected to produce meaſures, fit to be adopted, and 


purſued i in better times. 


F he Proteſtant Diſſenters of Ireland having obtained an act of | 


Parliament to reſtore them to their civil rights, ; and nine years 


5 having elapſed, without the ſmalleſt injury having ariſen to the 


church, or ſtate, from that meaſure, would it not be a flagrant 


| act of injuſtice, to mark the Proteſtant Diſſenters of this country, 


- As of all, the moſt unworthy to ene their common rights, as 


Britiſh | 


* The Teſt AQ—Intitled, An Act for preventing dangers: which may happen 


PEE Popiſh Recuſants,—N, B. The Diſſenters promoted this AQ, reſigning (for a 


1 time) their own 1 rights, to oppoſe the common enemy. 


2» 


+ The firſt year - alive the 4 thoſe times, when a ſpirit of Fe 0 


ance prevailed, and ſevere meaſures were purſued, the Diſſenters were reputed, 


and treated as perſons ill affected and dangerous to Government, Lord Mansfield's 
Speech in the Houſe of Lords, F ebruary 4, 1767. 1 the Appendix to Dr. 


Furneaux 8 Letters to ir William Dlackfione, page 250. 
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Britiſh ſubjects and Proteſtants ? The Epiſcopalian in Scotland, 
(ho is the Diſſenter in that country) meets with no ſuch re- 


ſtrictions or incapacities; why then ſhould the North Briton, 

when he croſſes the Tweed, be obliged to ſurrender and depoſit, _ 
either bis civil or religious rights? He may find this a fertile 
. country—But, perhaps, will, fi ighing, hens. F that TI 


Lund Y being its ale, 


Tis reſpect to the cRabliſhed ür, what! injury can befall i it, 
by the repeal of the acts in queſtion ? ? Thoſe are not the acts by 
which it was eſtabliſhed Nor can its doctrines, diſcipline, or 
privileges, be at all affected by the repeal of chem. On the other 
| hand, the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church would, by the re- 
peal of thoſe acts, be relieved from a fituation, the moſt abſurd 
and ridiculous, as well as the moſt unconſcionable and vexatious, 
that can be conceived That of admitting to the ſacrament, as 
a qualification for office, the moſt notorious blaſphemers lan- 
| derers of the Chriſtian religion |—Adulterers, and ſcandalous livers! 
(However contrary to the notices in the ſervice of that church, 


| concerning the celebration of the communion. —However contrary 


to the dictates of conſcience—Nay, however contrary to the 
common ſenſe of all Chriſtian reformed churches, none of which 
ever applied the ſacrament as a qualification for civil employments 
or advantages) or of being liable to a proſecution for refuſing fo 

to do, 


1 3 == 


EW] - - 
In ſhort, it is evidently. the intereſt of the eſtabliſhed church, 
| and muſt redound much to its honour, that: the acts in queſtion. 
ſhould be repealed ; and its friends and advocates would do wiſely 
in promoting the repeal, leſt any. thould ſuppoſe, that the eſta- , 
bliſhed hierarchy of England is founded in perſecuting principles, 
and can ſtand no longer than non · conformiſts are reſtrained, diſ- 
8 couraged, and oppreſſed by human laws 1 A ſuppdſition, which, 
however extravagantly abſurd, can no way be ſo effectually re- 
futed, as by their cheerful conſent to repeal thoſe acts. And why 
may we not find another Biſhop Burnet,*, to plead. our cauſe, 1 
by alledging, that as the Teſt Act was obtained, in ſome meaſure, 
by the concurrence of the Diſſenter 8, it would be hard to. turn it 
againſt them. Beſides, thoſe acts bear hard, very hard, upon 
ſuch members of the eſtabliſhed church, (and it ma) be Re 
ſumed there are not a few ſuch) who can by no means think it 
right, to take the facrament in any church, for the purpaſe of. 
qualifying for civil, or military offices. 


It cannot be improper FR Dienten to entertain the moſt. 
ſanguine expectations, from the wiſdom and moderation of Par- 
liament—eſpecially, in times ſo happily freed from- the fumes of 

party zeal, and the predominance of ſpſtematick perſecution and 
e — 


7 


* In his Speech i in x the Houſe of Lords on x the ſubject of the occaſional Bil, 
1703. 


15 1. 


d. —When a ou 69d dcliberate attention may be 'paid to the | 


and a proper conſtruction 
a0 b be put upon the "A Ae of Ptoteſtant Diſſenters, 


under ; reſtraining, and incapacitating laws. Laws, either not 
| pritnarily intended to be applied to them Or ultimately demon- 


5 His Majelty's 8 en will, "undoubtedly, upon this occaſion 
recolledt, that—In the multitude of People rs the King s 1 ä 


That he is the common father of his people—And that, while, 
with paternal fondneſs, he dandles one ſon upon his right knee 
; he will condeſcend to embrace and ſuſtain another who, with- : 


out envying his brother, leans with filial confidence upon che 


left !—May Bis reign be long and glorious—tiot only over, but i in 
the hearts of his whole family—as a truly religious, free, + loyal, 


and happy N 


£ 


It is Ah, very fax 80 my intention, chat any y thing indecent, N 


4 diſreſpe&ful, ſhould eſcape my pen upon, this occaſion ; mean- 


ing only to expreſs my own ideas in my own way, and leaving 


a others to do: the fame.” Sorry ſhould 1 be, to give the ſmalleſt 
Juſt cauſe of offence, to any man upon earth—except 1 the Man of 


Sin ! He, indeed, will be offended From Him, I expect no 


7 quarter — bo W the knee of gratitude | to the Providence of 


1 | 3 | Gov, 
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1 6 ] 
Gov, chat our appeal lies not at bis bar — But at the bar of a 
Britiſh and Proteſtant Senate, where we may ſtand with a manly 
firmneſs—as conſcious that we are not craving a hοn - but de- 
manding a right. Here, a multitude of arguments, muſt be i im 
15 pertinent — ſince the firſt that occurs, is abſolutely unanſwerable, 
and concluſive. If it were not ſo, arguments cannot be wanting, 
till all diſtinction between religion and ſuperſtition, liberty and 
| ſlavery, ſhall be utterly aboliſhed and if ever that ſhould be the : 
caſe i in this country, nothing will be left worth contending. for. , 
I wiſh to forbear diſpoſing of the queſtion i in every point of light 
which readily occurs, leaſt its face ſhould be diſtorted, with ſuch f 
| lines of abſurdity and inconſiſtency, as would ſearcely comport 
with the gravity and importance of the ſubject. I rejoice, that 
there are ſo many, and ſuch able advocates for a cauſe, ſo truly i in- 


tereſting to liberty and morality. Their arguments will ſtand 


| 0 firm, like Teneriff or Atlas, when thoſe of their opponents ſhall 


evaporate into ſmoke, and be utterly loſt, together with the cauſe - 


of oppreſſion at and perſecution, which they attempt to ſupport ! ! 


A ſteady perſeverance in the line of truth and honour, cannot . 
fail to inſure, finally, the deſired ſucceſs. To ſuppoſe that the 

people at large will always approve the ſpirit of oppreſſion or 
that the legiſlature of this country will continue a ſpecies of per- 
ſecution, and deny to any of his Majeſty's : good ſubjects, the 
wings 
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| F 
things which are Juſt and equal—would be to libel the common 
| ſenſe of the nation [ 


| The almoſt judicial blindneſs which, (together with that Egyp- 


18985 tian darkneſs that may be felt, i. e. the corruptions of Chriſtianity) 
has overſpread moſt of the European nations —(ſadly demonſtrable, Fo 


in the mutual i ignorance and folly, with which ſome have claimed, 


and others reſigned, their civil and religious liberties) I truſt, 1s 


= approximating towards the return of light, when the intolerable, 
. f but impotent ſhackles of ſpiritual tyranny, will be ſhook off the 
minds of men, and with indignant deteſtation, thrown back into 
ih the cells of ſuperſtition from whence Buy came! 


1 am, Sir, 
With becoming reſpect, 
175 Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Minen, DAVID BRADBERRY. 


Auguft 25, 1788. 


